[Splenectomy in childhood. Review of a case load].
We review the cases of splenectomy performed in children between 1974 and 1988. During this period, we performed 24 splenectomy procedures, none of which were done as a result of injury. Most patients were between 5 to 10 years of age and had the splenectomy as a result of hemolytic disease. Antibiotic prophylaxis and anti-pneumococcic vaccination preceded splenectomy, resulting in a low morbidity and mortality. This report emphasizes the indications for splenectomy, a decrease in its frequency, variations in its etiology and the low incidence of surgical complications.